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The Characteristics of Letters 

The characteristics of the letters are what differentiate letters from others that share the same 
articulation point. If the student of the Qur’an is not applying all the characteristics of the 
particular letter he/she is articulating, it will sound either like a totally different letter, or will 
sound incorrect at the very least. The correct application of the characteristics of the letters 
makes the letters clearer, and teaches the various timings of the saakin letters, a very important 
aspect to good Qur’anic recitation. Studying the characteristics makes clear which letters are 
strong in make up, and which are weak. From this it is clear that the study of the characteristics 
of the letters and their application is a very important part of tajweed. Indeed, the application of 
the characteristics of letters is what differentiates a good reciter from an average one. 


_iklt j fli C ': 4*1)1 (j Ifrib f*j Linguistic definition of characteristics : What 

serves the purpose of describing the meaning. This can be in the way of physical descriptions 
such as white and black, or can be abstract descriptions such as education. 



4 J a-Jj r 3_kiJi ^j>i) ^ J 


Applied definition: The mode of demonstration of the letter when it occurs at its articulation 
point, which differentiates it from others (other letters). 


Two Divisions of Characteristics 

1. 4Ju?S[1 ObCfl)' Intrinsic or Basic Characteristics : These are characteristics that are part 

of the intrinsic make up of the letter and never leave the letter. This is what will be discussed in 
this section. 

2. QbCaJl Incidental or Conditional Characteristics: These are characteristics which 
are present in a letter in some cases, and not present in the letter in other cases. An example of 
this would be f L«J. These are covered in other areas of this book (included in part one), and not 
discussed in this chapter. 


Intrinsic or Basic Characteristics 


There are eight characteristics in pairs; each characteristic of the pair is opposite to the other 
characteristic in the pair. There are also seven singular characteristics that have no opposites. 
Every letter has at least four characteristics, one of each of the pairs of opposites. 
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Eight Characteristics that have Opposites aLLfrVl Qlj3 ot Lp ' 


SjUaJl The Characteristic 

Its Opposite 

9 

The Whisper 

1 The Apparent 

OwLJtfei! 

The Strength 

9 

U >i«j 

The In Between 

a jll 

Softness 

The Elevated 

The Lowered 

The Adhesioned 

The Opened 


Seven Characteristics without Opposites a'JLfrf V Oli*g ^ 


Ji 

The Whistle 

odJi 

The Softness 

oJiyiyi 

The Drifting 


The Repetition 


The Spreading Around 


The Lengthening 

s2jl 

The Nasalization 


1 Some scholars, and Imam Ibn Al-Jazaree is of them, mentioned two other characteristics 
with opposites, sviJij (The forbidden and the fluent). These two characteristics are 

part of Arabic phonology, but have no application to tajweed of the letters nor effect on the 
pronunciation of the letters. 
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Characteristics that have Opposites U ^Jl outsail 


The Whisper 

The Apparent 

l foil! (3 

OOtpy/ :3jJJi J 

Linguistic Definition: Concealment 

Linguistic Definition: Avvarent 

j—kJl Ji—I p —11 Ok j>r <J 

/ / > x* —— - 

<l!p -sL^Vt lJu> 05 ^jp “^Lll Aikkl 1—jjiJt) 

/ ✓ / / i' /<< ^ P 

x» C X • 

jJaJl JUp (j-iJl Ok ij 

J aIIp o^s ^p 5r0.l!)l 

/ / X X / X XX XX 

x' 0 X 

„<l?r ^>tx» 

Applied taiweed definition: Running on 
of breath when pronouncing the letter due 
to its weakness in its origin, which 
originated from weakness of relying on the 
letter at its articulation point of origin. 

Applied taiweed definition: Imprisonment 
of the flowing of breath when pronouncing 
a letter due to its strength which originated 
from relying on the letter at its articulation 
point. 

"c*do “tkii" rlgijjp- Its Letters 

Its letters: The rest of the Arabic 
alphabet 
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aJ-iJl The Strength 

(51JI) J^Theln- 
between 

3j&- jit The Softness 

SjiSt j 

Linguistic definition: 

Strength 

J/juZyi j 

Linguistic definition: 

Moderation 

tjdJ} <j3 

Linguistic definition: 

Softness 

J SXsJl 

—.P*jl J Jb-jjsll 

1 J Sjh#-jit 

1 oL jx- 

^»Jl _ » (jjadl 

«' + + * 

— Ip jJCLSU 

L/Jl 

JlA 'J5 iSjS d'Jr 

" -^ 4 ^. Il » f 

djLyi? j oJUIJl 

✓ 0 ^ d * 

t O J'/ 9 ^ Ob 

^— Lp _ Ixp^I 

Applied taiweed 

(•> 

Applied tajweed 

definition: 

Imprisonment of the 
running of the sound 
when pronouncing a 
letter due to 

complete reliance on 
the articulation 

point. 

i 3 U * « ^ 

.4- J . a_ J _ IP *Uz 2 JU 

/ / *> 

Applied taiweed 

definition: The letter is 
in between the two 
characteristics; between 
strength and softness so 
that the sound is partially 
imprisoned and partially 
running when 

pronouncing the letter. 

definition: Running on of 
the sound with the letter 
due to weakness in reliance 
on the articulation point. 

Ja3 : 4 vLL )1 

0 ' 

t 2 jJ" :Ja*jjsll Jj?~ 

Its letters: the rest of the 

Arabic alphabet 


Fruits of the Characteristics of 

There are 28 letters that can be voweled, alif is not included in the number, since the alif never 
has a vowel and is always saakinah. The vowels are equal in timing between all letters, no 

matter whether the letter has the characteristic of #Jl£ (strength), iaJ'J (in between), or «f _ Uj 

(softness). No letter is longer than another when they are voweled; all vowels are equal. An 

example can be drawn in the word — dp"\ each letter has a vowel, and in this word it so 

happens that all the letters have a fathah (3—i-Ja) as a vowel. The first letter in this word is a 
3>U», which has the characteristic ofS jL 1 j, or softness, the second letter is a which has the 
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characteristic of -h —y (in between softness and strength), and the third letter is a t- h, which has 
tire characteristic of —A (strength); yet when tills word is recited properly, the timing of the 
fUlj if lj oUi are equal. No voweled letter is longer in timing than the other. 

When there is a sukoon on the Arabic letters, the case is different. There is a difference in 
timing of the saakinah letters depending on whether they have the characteristic of SA—i or 

Ja~. y, or The shortest timing for saakinah letters is for the letters of (which are: 

"cciCl Jbrf"). The saakinah y letters have a longer timing than those of oJ—and the 

* 

saakinah letters of the l jU-j group have a longer timing than that of the Ja —-y group of letters 
(the group). 


All saakinah »letters have equal timing to each other. This means that y should have die 

same timing as and * , as well as all other letters of this group of »y^j. In the same line of 

0 

thought, all letters of -^y that have a sukoon are equal in timing to each other. The J should 
have the same timing as j, etc. This law of equality among similes was documented by Al- 


Imam Al-Jazaree, in his poem 0! til j —all tsj& , when he 

said: 


os ^ J o 

‘JjuS' 5 JJaS ,j. Jailil j (and the parallel of an utterance is the same as it). 

ss s // / ' / 

If we look at the first aayah of the Faatihah, we can analyze this further. 


[ ViAUJl] 




-J 




The first letter of the first word, has a vowel, so it takes the time that all vowels have of 

one vowel count. The second letter is a uy* with a sukoon, and we know that the ui—^ has the 

characteristic of and we also know that the Sjt*-j group of letters has the longest timing 

of all the other letters, when saakin. We keep in mind though, that all ^j letters that are 

saakinah are equal in length to each other. The third letter, a y —* has a vowel, so it has the 
timing that all voweled letters have. The fourth letter that is pronounced is the saakin letter of 

the shaddah, a fV, in the word: aDi and of the -a —**y group, so it gets a timing a little 

/■ 

shorter than that of the SuS'L- y-y that was in the previous word. The next letter is the second 
of the «A—i, a laam with a fathah (5—^), and this gets the timing all voweled letters get. 
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After this is an alif, which is always in a lengthened state, and it receives the measure of two 
vowel counts. After that, there is a —* with a kasrah, so it receives the timing of one vowel 
count, equal to all other vowels. The next pronounced letter is the first part of the shaddah on 

the z\j, a s-lj with a sukoon; this is the first pronounced letter of the word: I. The sdj 

s’ 

is of the group of letters, so it receives an in between amount of timing, exactly the same 
timing of the laam saakinah in the word 4 S 1 I, The following letter is the second part of the 
shaddah, a e-\j with a fathah (si-JSi) ? so it receives one vowel count of timing. After this there is 
a —*- with a sukoon on it. This letter is of the ojl—group of letters, and as previously 
discussed they have the longest timing of all saakinah letters. The ^—* that follows this has a 
fathah (^>), and therefore receives one vowel count. It is followed by an alif, which receives 
the equal of two vowel counts. The jj—‘ with a Sj—that comes after the alif receives one 
vowel count. The next pronounced letter is the first part of the *1 j that has a shaddah on it, a s-lj 

of the word: Jl. It is of the is—group of letters, so it receives an in between 

amount of timing, and equal to all other letters of this same group. The following letter is the 
second part of the shaddah, a s-lj with a fathah, so it receives one vowel count of timing . After 

this, there is a with a kasrah on it, and it therefore receives one vowel count. A 3 —j Jl* _ j 

comes next, and as previously studied in the mudood section, it receives two vowel counts if not 

followed by a hamzah or sukoon. In this case, we will be stopping on the word I and 

therefore will be putting a circumstantial sukoon on the There is then a 0jSCLll li jli, 

and the sh therefore will be lengthened 2,4, or 6 counts. The last letter, a ^ will be stopped on 
with a sukoon, and therefore will have an “in between” amount of timing on it; the same of all 
saakinah letters of the HIL'J group of letters. 

In conclusion, all voweled letters are equal in time to one another; all getting one vowel count. 
Saakinah letters have different lengths of timing depending on which group they belong to. The 

letters of the ejl —>-j group have the longest timing, yet they are equal in timing to each other. 

The is—**> group of letters have a shorter amount of timin g when saakinah, but again, equal to 

each other. The letters have the shortest timing of all the saakinah letters, and are equal to 
each other. 
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The Elevated 

The Lowered 

£ LaJj y/ / 

Lineuistic definition: Elevation 

i ^LL^jyf lAiUl (j 

Lineuistic definition: Dropping or Lowering 

i_J>JaiJ 

^_ftjji 

. jUii Iup Dilii 

Applied taiweed definition: 

Directing pressure of the letter to the 
roof of the mouth due to an 
elevation of the deepest part of the 
tongue when pronouncing an 
“elevated” letter [letter from this 
group]. 

tilihl Ji i_j J >Jl Js>l*v2jl *\t- ij 

.JiiLtLlI i_ijiJb jiaJ' -tlf- OtUJl p UjjI 

Applied taiweed definition: The absence of 
pressuring the letter to the roof of the mouth due to 
the lack of raising the deepest part of the tongue 
when pronouncing a “lowered” letter [letter from 
this group]. 

"Ja3 Jailp 

The rest of the letters in the Arabic alphabet 


(JU’V 1 The Adhesion 

The Open 

JL^Jyt :aAJJI £ 

Lineuistic definition: Adhering 

Jl'Jyi :uUl $ 

Lineuistic definition: SeDaration 

C->J -yah jl-h J 

dJLiJij aCJJi jiiii 

■JkVi 

odui^: 

Applied taiweed definition: The 

compression of the sound of the 

c 

“<jl— 2f\” letter between the tongue 

and roof of the mouth. 

Applied taiweed definition: The absence of 

compression of the sound of the letter of 
between the tongue and the roof of the mouth. 

" frU? «.li? iU? SLtf" 

The rest of the Arabic alphabet 
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U Xjf V oli-aii Characteristics that have no Opposites 


juCah The Whistle 

Cj id*- jA :3*Ul (j JMjM 
Its linguistic definition: Sharpness of sound 


* * ' . ft * f * .m * z. 

•l3i- ** l£j -=*"* I_s - 9 »JJj- 4 (j-* '-—si J- 

Its Applied Definition: Sharpness in the sound of the letter produced from it transversing 
through a tight passage. 


Its letters are three : ijuJl — — aCalt sj%‘ 


t The Softness 


J Its linguistic definition: Easiness 


. jl_ US\ L5 _Ji a_JiT jj_ 



: J 


Its Applied Definition: Emitting the letter from its articulation point with ease without effort 
from the tongue. 


U-fLs L» ObaST^Jl «.L.'I j jljJl :^f jpl - . y .JJl sLJl j jljJl :l$i_j^-Its letters 
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The Drifting 

JZJ! 4*Ul J Its linguistic definition : Drifting 

,<Uj jb OCUil ^y>\y £-I AjLi jLoif ^Jbd i_3^>J| ^ ' C? 

Its Applied Definition: Drifting of the sound of the letter due to the incomplete running caused 
by the tongue turning from its path. 

sdjJl j pb\ : Lfij^p-Its letters 


jllj (QAjl uJlJ^jJl The difference between the “drifting” in the and s-\j 


t^A—3l !j j jb lJ>j Jail (ji’lj Z&)} 01 -JJl i—ij _b ^Jl ft- (jl _ !l Oj_ -b i i'l j -> -i' 0_j$x 

^Jl OtUJl ^g-jlft- {j* L^j o_jvsil c_fl^Jl L«l 


The deviation of the sound of the is to the sides of the tip due to the tip blocking the route of 

the . The deviation of the sound of the letter Oj is from the sides of the tongue in to the 
middle of the tongue. 

The tip of the tongue closes off the articulation point of the , the sound then deviates off 
towards the sides of the tongue. 

The t-\j sticks at the front of the tip to the articulation point, and the sound needs to escape so 
that there will not be f (the next characteristic to be discussed). A small space at the very 
tip of the tongue is made so the sound can escape out of the mouth, excess trilling of s-lj—!l is 
avoided. This is the reason both of these letters have the characteristic of -h —^y instead of 
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The Repetition 

jiS'l' jf aS-iLf-j :^Ut (j 4 jLi y6 Its language definition: Repetition of something once or 


more. 


_ail j-LgnJj cLggr teisjjj Lap* LIajjI f .\^Jlj (jjaii! -UP cjL—Ul i —£Jte ibJjh 7- 

/ y y y y y y y y y y y y y y 

■*1j Cf° 'P^ -IJp* ill 


Its Applied Definition: The light trilling of the tongue when pronouncing the *lj due to its tight 
articulation point. The reciter should be careful not to exaggerate the repetition leading to the 
occurrence of more than one of the letter s-lj. 


<*'jl' :j j>- Aij*- Its letter 


L pJ&\ The Spreading around 

jLi^yi : ariJl J aaj j*l Its definition : Spreading around 


.i—ZL*il Oli—Sli 4-ip-tJjl 4jr.Ayg.5lj f^>- 4j-* ^y> tlJud Oi*-**^ *— J (j 


Its Applied Definition : Spreading the sound of the letter “sheen” starting from its articulation 
point until it collides with the inner plates of the top teeth. 

jj-iJl : jAj -is-ij l_s jg- j>- Its letter 
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The Lengthening 


: suDl (j Igij yd Its linguistic definition : Lengthening 


CL> y/si\ r- Juy liJUl ^ 

✓ '*“V ** 

.jnin jgan j >f ouJlm *Jj ;>*; 


Its Applied Definition: It is the pushing of the tongue forward after it collides at its articulation 
point, and this is due to the influence the compression of sound on it (the tongue), until the tip 
of the tongue lightly touches the gum line of the two top front incisors. 
Note : The forward pushing is mechanical; the sound should not travel forward with this 

involuntary movement. If the sound went forward with it, the sound of aCaJl would then end up 
sounding like a Jb, which is incorrect. The lengthened sound of -s'—*aJl is that of its 
characteristic of » jU -j and should be as long as J>\ in any other letter that has Sjb'-j. 


iUil 


As* 
IjJSj ^ 


J ( — 5 y>- A3 J>- 


Its letter 


The Nasalization 


£jA ^ jjbf CJ yp :4iLl ^ Lgjh J*j 


Its linguistic definition : A nasal sound that is emitted from the nose. 

This is a required or intrinsic characteristic of the 0 j —J and ^—* and cannot be separated from 
these two letters. 

A note about the iiy and and the reason for them being in the Ja^_p group. 


If we dissect the £• Jf- and characteristic of the bb in the oy and ^—* into separate entities, we 
can understand why the two letters are of the la—- y- group. Closing off the nostrils can 
eliminate the characteristic of the When this is done and we try to say C)y or *, we notice 
that there is imprisonment of the running of the sound («->—A). On the other hand, if we emit a 
without using any jr y* of a letter, it is noticed that there is running of the sound (ejL_s.j). 
When we put the two together again, we end up with la— y*. 
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The Characteristics as Documented in m Poem on Tajweed 

Al-Imam A1 Jazaree in his poem *—Ut OlyiJl ts jU ^ Ihh , laid 

out the characteristics and their letters to make their memorization easier. 


J> * o 


[ 4_9jO LLyP C-jL 3 

* s' S' 

<Y0 

8 *5 ? j ' o ^ o} 0 ^ o > a s -Jos s 2 s 

Ji J-hd! J 4 4 JU-^s : 

Jas Jj-I : JiiJ Otx~o 1 g . ^ ^ ^ „ 

•- ' V- l •"• * *.■ t* * • - - ■'•**, a - . ^ 

.r^ , o j-** CH : 


. •».* ■> a •? • « ;/ 

<UJ-LaJl 4_i_jj>Jl ; c-j j-9j 


o » Ji ’’■f. f ' ' 

A a .li. : alii alia il_vS> , 


i j^r vi-s ; 5_UJJ ui-^ :>Ua>: L 


" H J ^ S a AS S J S’ • AS 

Utlpw? i j c U-^JLJ 


* ^ > 


JJaL-l I l**U^ t 

"* « / 

The meaning of the lines of poetry is: 


✓ ✓✓ a S’ s £ } ''s ^ z' 

L > e—I jZ— i\j C LliK_A^ 


.* o ^ 


tH“ jiJ&.J ‘ ’j-'b cs= 

s' s S S s’ -AS 


Its [the letter’s] characteristics are apparent (j#*-), softness (j^-j or 5j'—^j) and lowered 

(opened ), desisted —^\oLwi;), and the opposite [of 

them] say: [The following are the opposites of these named characteristics and their letters. 
[The first group of characteristics has the remaining letters left after the opposite 

characteristic’s letters are taken out.] Its whispered (^-j——■*) [letters are] 
"cJCl» u ^k2. 4&j'\ its strengthened (~b~ci\o-Li) [letters are] "cciy hi JsJ" and between 

,5 S 0 s 

soft and strengthened (Jji-iJlj yt- j) [are the letters] "j—li jJ", and the seven elevated are 

gathered (j1pV*>1 *2^I) [in the phrase of] "iaS hhh [/&■". [The letters] *Ui tjlh 4^U> 4 jU> 

* 6 ' 

[have the characteristic of] (2—LkAijjLhl), [and] V—! j —• j —s" [have the characteristic 
of](^h!-h> «Vi). Its whistle (jy^) [has the letters of] 0>^ 4<jlj 4iU». The 2—Uli [has the 
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letters] "a—Li ai" ' [And the letters of] softness (Oi—tJl) [are] jlj and sd —j [that have a] 
sukoon and a fathah before them, and the drifting is correct on the ft and 

the sdj, and on it [the s-'j] the repetition (j!_,—\j —j ^SL'1), And [the characteristic of] 
spreading is on the Oyi, and [the letter] M^ has the characteristic of lengthening 

^ l \ ^1 l y 


Jij Sjalt c~,?- ^ oifaali Divisions of Characteristics According to 

Strength and the Weakness 

The preceding characteristics are divided into three groups: 

obCail The Strong Characteristics 

LiJl I cilaJUJl < jiJSLla'^t toJLiJ! t 


:ak->jsii oUuail The Middle Characteristics 




ouLsil The Weak Characteristics 

ijilll c JUi~-YI J>\ 

From these categories, we can then divide the letters into similar classifications. Letters that are 
strong ('“—j jS t-ijj —>■) are those that have all the strong characteristics. An example of this is 

ri—Weak letters (aL*—l jjj —>-) are those that have all the weak characteristics in it. A 

0 

sample of a weak letter is ri-$Jl. The intermediary letters 

(Sja— yj, —»-) are the letters that have a mixture of strong characteristics and weak 

characteristics. An example of this is in 


1 The “qalqalah” is considered by many to be a presented characteristic and not an intrinsic 
characteristic, and such is the opinion of his eminence, Sheikh Dr. Ayman Swayd. It is for that 
reason that the qalqalah was not explained in this section. 
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